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Dear Cherished Supporter,

At United Against Poverty of St. Lucie County, 2017 was a year of 
transformation—both in the lives of our neighbors and in our own 
mission.

Our generous donors gave $199,724 in support, allowing families to �nd 
dignity, relief, encouragement and the con�dence to pursue their goals 
more than ever before. Our volunteers dedicated a total of 16,078 hours of 
time and talent which kept operating costs down and helped to maintain 
a low 13% administrative rate. �roughout the year, we were honored to 
receive grant funding from several of the Treasure Coast’s most reputable 
foundations, including �e William and Helen �omas Charitable Trust, 
United Way of St. Lucie County, PNC Foundation, Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, �e MAXIMUS Foundation, �e Wells Fargo 
Foundation, State Farm Companies Foundation, WellCare Community 
Foundation and �e Walmart Foundation. �ese investments, along with 
your gifts of time, talent and treasure entrusted to us were crucial in 
expanding our reach and helping us to lead sustainable change in St. Lucie 
County.

In 2017, a record 5,648 new households enrolled in our programs—that’s 
108 per week! A total of 15,625 households utilized our Member Share 
Grocery Program and retained an incredible $4.38 Million in resources. 
During tax season, hundreds of families were able to receive free income 
tax �ling assistance on our campus, thanks to a partnership with the 
United Way VITA Program. �roughout the summer months, we helped 
children keep their tummies full and reading skills sharp by hosting daily 
Lunch and Learns in our Life Enrichment Center. In September, we 
helped 2,000 low-income families prepare with food and water in the six 
days leading up to Hurricane Irma, and secured donations of produce and 
proteins to ensure families could re-stock immediately after the storm. In 
October, we announced our commitment to launching the Success 
Training Employment Program (STEP) in the �rst quarter of 2018. �is 
program has been implemented at our sister campuses in Indian River and 
Orlando for two years, assisting more than 300 participants in overcoming 
their barriers to employment to secure full-time jobs. With the community 
rallying behind us, we further developed our strategic plan and long-term 
vision of permanently ending the cycle of poverty, one family at a time.

Helping our participants achieve economic self-su�ciency not only 
improves the wellbeing of their immediate family, but strengthens our 
community for generations to come. Not to mention, the greatest gift you 
can give to a child is an empowered parent. �ank you for helping to 
recognize the value in our neighbors who are hurting as we work together 
to uncover their hidden potential and help pave the way towards a future 
�lled with hope and possibility. 

Keith �eriot
Regional Programs Director
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Your Impact
It is only through the generous resources entrusted to us that we are able to 
reach out and lift the lives of struggling families who would otherwise go 

unnoticed. Whether it’s an investment of wealth, talent or product, we pride 
ourselves in putting your gift to work in the most e�cient way 

possible—right here in St. Lucie County.

For every $1 donated by our supporters in 2017, 87¢ went directly to programs and 
activities designed to help lift people from poverty to economic self-su�ciency. �is 

is among the best ratios nationwide for a social service organization.

�e incredible women a�ectionately known 
as “�e Sassy Sistahs” are recognized as the 
longest-running, recurring volunteer group 

at the St. Lucie UP Center!

Management & General Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

Crisis care, food 
& household subsidy,
education and 
employment training

MONETARY GIFTS

GIFTS OF TIME & TALENT

GIFTS OF PRODUCT

More than 60 generous 
Product Partners from across 

112 locations donated a total value of

in food and household items to our 
St. Lucie UP Center in 2017. 

In 2017, Volunteers Served

*According to Independent Sector’s 2017 
Florida Value of Volunteer Time Report

$375,100
Total Value of  

Volunteer Service in 2017

5¢

8¢

87¢

$1.7 Million

16,078 Hours

Our Product Partner 
Committee helps ensure we 
can deliver enough nutritious 
food directly into the hands 
of those who need it.



We are proud to operate well below the BBB Wise Giving Alliance SM 

Recommended Standard 35% Administrative Rate

Financial Statement

To maintain the highest level of �scal responsibility, Kmetz, Nuttall, Elwell & 
Graham Certi�ed Public Accountants conducts an Independent Audit of our 

entire organization each year. �e below Revenue and Expense summary 
re�ects �nancial information for the St. Lucie UP Center only.

Member Share Grocery Program & Redistribution 

Public Support

Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE

$2,488,974

$199,724

$25,982

$2,714,680

Program Activities

   Management & General
   Fundraising
Total Supporting Activities                                     

TOTAL EXPENSES

$2,163,659

$117,500
$192,846
$310,346

$2,474,005

FISCAL YEAR JANUARY 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2017

Revenue

Expenses

�e below New Assets summary is re�ective of our 
entire organization, including the Indian River, 

St. Lucie and Orlando locations.

Beginning of Year

Change in Net Assets                                 

END OF YEAR

$1,807,797

$4,096,274

$5,904,071

Net Assets

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Fundraising 
Expenses 

Program 
Activities 

Management 
& General 
Expenses 13%

RATE

5%

8%

87%



100% of the households served fall at or below 
200% of the Federal Poverty Level. 

DEMOGRAPHICS

St. Lucie

Okeechobee

Indian River

Martin

Orange

Other

Not Reported

86.7%

1.7%

1.6%

1.3%

.4%

1.6%

6.7%

PARTICIPANT COUNTY

African American

Caucasian

Hispanic

Asian American

Not Reported

38.2%

35.1%

11.1%

14.5%
1.1%

PARTICIPANT RACE

Under 34

35 – 44

         45 – 54

55 – 64

20.6%

17.7%

20.8%

20.5%

17.2%

PARTICIPANT AGE

65+

3.2% Not Reported



“It’s hard to get my mind around the statistics 
that show that 1 in 4 in St. Lucie County 

children are born into poverty. What a blessing 
that the team at UP are there to be available to 
inspire and empower people living in poverty, 
and to teach and lift their families to economic 
self-su�ciency. My prayer is that you all will 
continue to be a great blessing to so many 

families that are in need.” 

-Pastor Bob Cooper Calvary PSL

“By any objective measure, 
UnitedAgainst Poverty is 

moving the poverty needle 
better than anyone else in 

the country.”

-Dr. Robert Lupton, Author 
of Charity Detox: What 

Charity Would Look Like If 
We Cared About Results

-Derek
STEP Participant

“�is experience changed my 
life in so many ways. My peers 
and the sta� have become my 

family, and the classes have helped 
me regain my con�dence to enter 

the workforce. STEP has given me a 
new outlook on my future!” 

-Representative Larry Lee Jr.
District 84

Florida House of Representatives 

"�e UP Center is helping with the 
Restoring the Village initiatives. �ey 
have been a�liated with us since our 

inception; they understand what it takes to 
break the cycle of generational poverty, and 

they work at it every day."

-Lucy A. Carr
Vice President

PNC Bank

“We are amazed at what United 
Against Poverty is doing in Fort 

Pierce. As a proud supporter of their 
Success Training Employment Program, 

we are thrilled to know our partnership is 
making an immediate and long-lasting 

impact in the community.”

“Florida Community Bank N.A. values our 
relationships in the communities we serve and 

always continues to seek opportunities to 
strengthen these communities by working with 
our partners and organizations such as United 

Against Poverty. We look forward to continuing 
to develop a successful relationship and working 
together to meet the needs of our communities 

as we are Florida Based. Florida Focused!”

-Michael Habyan
Florida Community Bank
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TO OUR GENEROUS
Thank You

INVESTORS FOR 
GIVING A HAND GIVING A
UPIN 2017!

$1,000 - $4,999, Continued
St. Lucie Draft House
State Farm Mutual Automobile   
    Insurance Company
Joanna VanVleet
Walmart Foundation
Robert and Sheila Washburn
Jim and Pat Wiencke

$500 - $9,999
Linda Aiken
Leonard and Peggy Berg
Michael and Mary Brown
City of Port St. Lucie 
    Building Department
Don and Linda Drinkard
Elder Services, LLC
Larry and Diana Emery
Joel Falatovich and 
    Stefanie Myers
Fort Pierce Rotary Club
Fort Pierce Utilities Authority
Indian River State College
Craig and Jane Karraker
Gusti Labatte-Deneau
James and Maredith Leonard
Matthew McGarr
Cythnia McHenery
Geraldine Smith
William and Barbara Ulevich

$25,000+
United Way of St. Lucie County
William and Helen �omas                  
    Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
PNC Bank Foundation
Norm and Sandy Stevenson
WellCare

$5,000 - $9,999
City of Fort Pierce Florida
Bernie and Linda Kastory
Wells Fargo Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Abbiejean Russell Care Center
Bruce and Bridget Abernethy
William Becker
Richard Del Toro
Florida Community Bank
Florida Power & Light Company
Vicki Hoyos
Jon and Ellen Leimkuehler
Maximus Foundation
Arthur and Ann McCamey
�omas McGrath
Ron and Linda Myers
Trevor and Andrea Myers
Ken and Aileen Pruitt
Marci Sanders



Lifting Lives
Our Purpose

To inspire and empower people living in 
poverty to lift themselves and their families 

to economic self-su�ciency.

Our Mission
To serve those in poverty by providing crisis care, case 

management, transformative education, food and household 
subsidy, employment training and placement, personal 

empowerment training and active referrals to other 
collaborative social service providers.

Our Vision
Communities where every family has access to basic needs, 

nutritional food, crisis care, education and employment 
training, and where everyone has the opportunity to achieve 

a future �lled with hope and possibilities.

772-468-8543 • www.upslc.org 
United Against Poverty is a statewide nonpro�t organization 

dedicated to helping Florida families break the cycle of 
poverty and reach their full potential. �e organization 
operates UP Centers in Indian River County, St. Lucie 

County and Orlando which serve more than 1,500 
low-income families daily. Founded in 2003 by Austin and 
Ginny Hunt, United Against Poverty is headquartered in 
Vero Beach, Florida where Austin continues to serve as 

Chief Executive O�cer. �e organization is governed by a 
�duciary Board of Directors comprised of members from 

the local boards in each community it serves. United Against 
Poverty is a registered 501(c)3 nonpro�t; 

Federal Tax ID 11-3697936.


