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The recent Hand UP Fundraising Luncheon, hosted by United Against Poverty and the Fort 
Pierce Rotary Club, drew a sold-out crowd at the Pelican Yacht Club. By combining forces, the 
two organizations hope to shine a brighter spotlight and have a greater impact on reducing 
poverty in St. Lucie County. Local business owners, government o�cials, and community 
activists shared their concerns about poverty and learned how the community is addressing the 
root causes. The event raised over $50,000 and fostered collaboration and heightened 
awareness that the status quo is simply not acceptable.

Austin Hunt, Founder and CEO of United Against Poverty, said that over 137,000 of 
the residents of St. Lucie County are not earning enough to meet the basic cost of living 
and that the time has come to wage war on poverty.

Executive director Stefanie Myers spoke about United Against 
Poverty’s unique approach; one of solving, not serving. “Giving 
to those in need what they could be gaining for themselves 
and through their own e�orts, may be the kindest way to destroy people,” she said. 
“It’s impossible to serve someone out of poverty.”

The war on poverty will be a lengthy and hard fought one: United Against Poverty is rallying the 
St. Lucie community behind this challenge. To �nd out how you can help, call: (772) 468-8543.

If you think sharks, snakes and spiders are scary, try this on for size. 
Nearly 46% of the people living in St. Lucie County are living in poverty. 
Some homes in Fort Pierce do not have electricity and running water. 
YIKES!!! This is the 21st century right? Something needs to be done.          

– Glenn B.
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Member Share Grocery Program

United Against Poverty friends

The UP Center closed out a banner year in 2016 with more than 
10,000 member families registered at the Member Share Grocery 
and more than 450 members visiting the center on a daily basis.

Hats o� to Heath and Paul, along with their devoted sta� who work hard to Lift Lives out of poverty.

Outreach Events

The UP Center was presented with a large collection of food items from Fort Pierce 
Utilities Authority. Towards year-end the shelves in our Crisis Food Pantry were getting 
depleted. This outreach is a one-time o�er to those struggling to put food on the table. 
FPUA is a long-time supporter and valued contributor to United Against Poverty.

Jimmy Burk and the American Legion Riders from Post 318 of Port St. Lucie heeded our 
call to restock our Crisis Food Pantry; dropping o� 42 bags of non-perishable food items 
from a one-time countywide collection. Thank you so much for your generosity!

The St. Lucie County Property Appraiser’s O�ce, 
headed by former Board member Michelle Franklin, 
has recently adopted an aisle at our Member Share 
Grocery. Their generous monthly stocking and 
merchandising help is much appreciated. We’re 
delighted to welcome new volunteers!

Heath Parker Paul Stewart
Grocery Manager Assistant Manager

2,108

12,034

$3,574,926

New Members Enrolled

Volunteer Service Hours

Resources Retained by Families

BOOKENDS:

“Paths to Prosperity”  We’re coming to you!
  Learn more about the challenges of poverty.
  Book a 1-hour presentation 
  call Bonnie, (772)763-4420

Celebrating Fort  Pierce Rotary Club Harry Johnson, Employee of the Month



UP Center o�erings

Reality Check -“WIFE BEATER”

At the UP Center, every day provides an opportunity for a reality check; when one is 
reminded of the nature of things in the real world.

This example happened at a new volunteer orientation for three young men seeking to �nd 
their way out of local gangs as part of the Restoring the Village Youth Initiative. 

At the UP Center, we have a strict dress code out of respect for grocery program members 
and others who are on site, as well as for safety. Volunteers must dress appropriately for the 
work that they are doing. One of the volunteers was wearing a sleeveless t-shirt and 
I referenced his ‘wife beater’ when discussing suitable clothing with the group. He looked 
at me with surprise, stating, “I don't understand. What's a wife beater? I'm not a wife beater!”  
I quickly clari�ed that I was referring to the white tank t-shirt that he wore, not to him.  

This is a classic example of cultural and life experience di�erences that can distort our 
understanding of others. I discussed the origin of the term from my experience growing up 
in white New England. Following Marlon Brando’s portrayal of a wife-beater in A Streetcar 
Named Desire, the white sleeveless t-shirt he wore became known as a ‘wife-beater.’ 

He was incredulous! With some laughter, we were able to connect and have an understanding about the impact of language 
in communicating with others across age groups, ethnicities, regions and economic levels; a shared reality check. 

A simple conversation illustrated how easily messages can be misconstrued!

Myth: Poor people are lazy.
The Reality: Two out of three families in poverty have one or more employed family members. In fact, the
shortage of living-wage jobs = many must work two, three, or four jobs.

MYTH: Those who get on welfare stay on welfare.
The Reality: More than half stop receiving bene�ts after a year, 70% within two years, and 85% within
four years. Close to half of all Americans will experience poverty in their lifetime.

Myth: Economic self-sufficiency is possible by working hard.
The Reality: Education is the key, not “working hard.” However, many people who live in poverty cannot
a�ord the costs associated with secondary education.

• Smoking cessation classes • Medicaid, SNAP & TANF sign-up
• Low cost Health Insurance • Public-access computers & help w/bene�t forms
• Free Tax Prep assistance • Onsite training & placement opportunities
• Nutrition Education • Diabetes & glaucoma screening
• Cholesterol & blood pressure screening • Flu-shot clinic & discount drug card

• “Getting Ahead” classes

MYTH-BUSTERS
ABOUT POVERTY

Dona Alexander, Volunteer Coordinator



The St. Lucie UP Center is pleased to welcome our newest board 
member, Gusti Labatte-Deneau.  Gusti owns Exceptional Care 
Choice, LLC and is a Nurse Practitioner with 23 years of experience.  
She moved to Port St. Lucie from New York City and brings a 
connection to the Haitian community.  She is committed to helping 
the UP Center achieve its mission!

Our Board of Directors
Norm Stevenson, Board Chairman
Retired, Scott Paper

Doretha Hair -Truesdell
Highwaymen Landscape Artist

Vicki Hoyos
Born Again Too Consignments

Sheritta Johnson
City of Fort Pierce

Rod Kennedy
Engineering Design and Construction, Inc.

Gusti Labatte-Deneau
Exceptional Care Choice, LLC

Scott Samples
Martin Health System

Marci Sanders
Retired, Shelter for Abused Women and Children

Natasha Serra
Trans4mind, Inc

Dr. Christine Taylor
Retired, St. Lucie County School District

United Against Poverty - St. Lucie
2520 Orange Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL 34947
(772) 468-8543
www.UPSLC.org/donate

 facebook.com/hopeforstlucie
         twitter.com/@UAPSLC 

I am committed  

Mailing Label Changes:

For More Information:

Welcoming Gusti Labatte-Deneau!

Connect With Us!

Name change or misspelled: __________________________________________            Received more than one copy

Address change: ____________________________________________________           Remove from mailing list

Gifts may also be made online at www.UPSLC.org/donate.
United Against Poverty is a registered 501(c)3 nonpro�t and your contribution is tax deductible.

Your generosity will help United Against Poverty continue to inspire and empower those living in poverty to lift 
themselves and their families to economic self-sufficiency! Gifts may also be made online at :  www.UPSLC.org/donate. 
For more information or to make a donation, please call (772) 468-8543 ext. 104.

to helping develop healthy, community-driven programs that produce
deep, measurable and lasting change. 
I am using the enclosed envelope to make a gift of:

Thank
you!

$40                $100                $500             Other: $___________

Executive Director Message:
Dear friends,
Under the tree at the Langley’s home this year 
was a special gift to their 22-year-old son, 
Bobby. It didn’t take up much room in the 
box, but it sure took a lot of heart from 
“Santa” who decided to make a generous gift 
to United Against Poverty here in St. Lucie. 

Bobby was very touched, and honored that part of his Christmas 
was shared with an organization that lifts lives of local families out 
of poverty. He hopes that some of the Lincoln Park families he’s 
known over the years might bene�t.

We applaud the support and generosity of long-time residents 
Debbie and Kenny Langley who jumped on board “Giving Tuesday” 
in late November, 2016 which provided a 100% match of their gift. 

Thank you Langleys!

If you want to touch the past, 
touch a rock.
If you want to touch the present, 
touch a flower.
If you want to touch the future, 
touch a life. - Author unknown 




